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pathos of loneliness. In the first edition of this
work, Pau focused the camera on a strip of highway
for 24 hours, stationery at first, finally swinging the
camera in a steady repetitive arc during the hours
at dawn. The initial monotony, suggesting
numbness, brings out from the later motion a
haunting yearning of desire, especially as the mind
wakes to the changing light of day and gets
arrested by some of the moving cars which
occasionally flash into focus. The new edition of
Recycling Cinema expands the section in motion
and screens it with a projector that swings in tempo
with the movement of the film. The double motion
creates a mirage of focused and blurred images,
ineluctably moving and swinging the viewer's body
as he tries to adjust his perception. Pau seems to
suggest that the act of perception is as much a
result of desire as the bodily reaction to loss, when
it refuses to let go of a reality that has already
flashed out of sight.

Magic at Street Level focuses on the ubiquitous
modern urban experience, typified by the situation
of Hong Kong, to celebrate the liberating effect of
art. From the specific confines of personal everyday
life, the artists have each found their own approach

to creativity that transforms the everyday into
metaphysical or meta-historical experiences. Their
works inspect the social and ideological construct
that constitute the framework of modern urban life
and, with sympathy and good humour, extend its
rules to reveal the wonders hidden in daily life.
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This is Hong Kong experimental art’s first major
step into the international arena, and it reflects a
widening cultural vision among its artistic
community. The wunfailing support of the
community and enthusiasts of art have made this
project possible. In particular, the commitment of
Dr Patrick Ho, Chairman of the Hong Kong Arts
Development Council (ADC), to this project was
crucial. Dr Ho was supported in his effort by Mr
Darwin Chen, Mr Tseng Sun-man, Mr Wong Shun-
kit and Mr Albert C C Lam of the ADC, and assisted
with professional guidance from Ms Choi Suk-kuen,
Mr Tony Ma, Dr Christina Chu and Mr H C Tang of
the Leisure and Culftural Services Department. The
thankless tasks of administrative and operational
labour fell to the tireless ADC team Ms
Wong Wo-bik, Ms Wendy Lam, Ms Betty Mak and
Ms Wendy Tso, as well as curatorial team members
Ms Flaine Ng and Ms Hsieh Pei-ni. In Venice we
have the dedicated professional support of Paolo
and Paivi de Grandis and Gemma Sonego. Mr Ho
Hing-kay, with his experience in exhibitions, has
helped to refine my own thinking when the theme
was first developed. Mr Yip Wing-chee offered to
help us with production of the porcelain cup used
at the exhibition venue, and my old friends Mr
Ng Shu-wing and Mr David Tang both generously
sponsored the event with tea and souvenirs. To alf
of them and numerous others who have assisted
afong the way, | wish to extend my heartfeit
gratitude. Last but not feast, credit is due to the
artists, whose creative endeavours have made afl of
our efforts worthwhile.
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Chang Tsong-zung
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