SM4134 Visual Ethnography & Creative Intervention // September to December 2007 // CIL advance-level elective // Workshop Chair: Linda Lai
[***see next page for collecting exercises and creative project schedule…]
	
	M1 / Sep 14
	M2 / Sep 21
	M3 / Sep 28
	M4 / Oct 5
	M5 / Oct 12
	M6 / Oct 19
	M7 / Oct 26
	M8 / Nov 2
	M9 / Nov 9
	M10 / Nov 16
	M11 / Nov 23
	M12 / Nov 30

	Theme & Focus
	Introduction; overview; why-how-what…
	Deploying audio-visual media in ethnographic research
	
	Researching and collecting visual/audio objects to gain insight into culture and everyday life
	
	Beyond anthropology: things, objects, systems, archives
	Ethnography and/for/in art-making: from ethnography to creative collecting
	Collecting and art-making as creative intervention
	

	Lecture / theoretical exposition
	What is Ethnography? What is its role in Cultural Studies?
	Overview of the history and variety of documentaries and visual anthropology
	Visual methodologies (Sam Yiu’s reading of Sarah Pink’s Visual Ethnography)
	The “Everyday”: histories and conceptualization
	Irving Goffman: presentation of the self in the dramaturgy of everyday life
	Michel Foucault: self-techniques, self technology, ethics and governmentality
	Things & objects in critical theory
	Narrativity in ethnography
	
	Organizing the material: archive as critical methodology
	Visual ethnography as creative activity: performativity and creative intervention
	ethnomethodology & history-writing 

	Workshop
	Discussion
	Screening excerpts from Chantel Akerman’s Jean Dielmann
	Screening: Land without Bread + Chiu Yee-ling’s FYP on her mother
	Screening excerpts from Jason’s Portrait + Linda Lai’s tale-telling project, All About Cinderella
	Screening excerpts from Paris is Burning + Irene Kong’s book on her mother
	What’s in family photos? + Adrian Bonnie’s Framing the Bride
	Desk top: a world of connectivity
	The mysterious life of objects
	Yvonne Lau & Hung Ying’s FYPs
	Eugene Atget’s works into digital archive
	Harun Farocki’s digital analysis of World Cup 2006
	Linda Lai’s virtual journal through 1934 HK Island and Kowloon Peninsula

	Presentation
	
	(Linda)

Robert Flaherty, Maya Deren, Jean Rouch: an introduction
	Early examples in visual ethnography / documentary: Basil Wright (Song of Ceylon) + John Grierson (works from the 1940s)
	Jean Rouch’s reflexive documentary and cinema verite (Chronicle of a summer) + Frederick Wiseman’s Direct Cinema, e.g. Titticut Follies, The Store, High School)
	Surrealism, photography & the research of urban space (Surrealist works, e.g. Naja, and photography of Eugene Atget)
	Works of Chris Marker (video and installation as cultural archive), + Trinh Min-ha (visual ethnography and critical visual essays)
	Fiction or facts? - Yvonne Rainer (documentary + fiction); Abigail Child (imagination with found-footage)
	Tracey Emin (photography, installation, objects) + Wendy Eward’s action-based photographic projects with children and minorities)
	Auto-ethnography & performativity: Jo Spence, Sophie Calle and Vito Hannibal Acconci
	Comparison: photography project for women in Yunnan Vs mixed media research with women in Guatemala
	History-making: the case of Oscar Ho and the “Atlas Group” and Walid Raad (Beirut)
	Typology of things: “Enthusiasm” and Hashen El Madani’s photo studio practice

	Assignment
A day in life
	Decide upon a subject for the assignment
	Check out camera Sep 19
	Start editing / narrative construction
	In-class Work presentation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assignment
Talking Heads
	
	Check out camera Sep 19
	
	
	In-class Work presentation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Creative Collecting 

Family photos
	
	
	start collecting
	start organizing
	start writing notes


	bring collectibles to class with some basic notes and organization
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Creative Collecting 

Desk-top views
	
	
	
	start collecting
	start organizing
	start writing notes


	bring images to class with some preliminary analysis
	
	
	
	
	

	Creative Collecting 

Objects
	
	
	
	
	identify your favorite objec
	write short anecdotes on the object
	create a divergent, associative map for the object
	Bring a favorite object to class with a divergent map
	
	
	
	

	Final Project


	
	1-page brief ready
	Comments on brief
	Initial resource plan
	Finalized plan + research started
	Research
	Research
	
	Creative solution confirmed
	Research + analysis
	Analysis + production
	Analysis + production

	WEEK
	Sep ? - 15
	Sep 16-22
	Sep 23-29
	Sep 30 – Oct 6
	Oct 7-13
	Oct 14-20
	Oct 21-27
	Oct 28-Nov 3
	Nov 4-10
	Nov 11-17
	Nov 18-24
	Nov 25-Dec 1

	Class time
	M1 / Sep 14
	M2 / Sep 21
	M3 / Sep 28
	M4 / Oct 5
	M5 / Oct 12
	M6 / Oct 19
	M7 / Oct 26
	M8 / Nov 2
	M9 / Nov 9
	M10 / Nov 16
	M11 / Nov 23
	M12 / Nov 30


