

Notes on 1-page brief for Final Project -
* Good briefs with workable projects in general…

* It seems the majority of class members choose to pursue ethnographic studies via visual research tools, and only a few seek for studying objects that are themselves visual representations.  About 3 very good projects on objects and the exercise of collecting, and one focusing on audio objects…

* There is no project about issues in human-machine communication or the use of machines, user research in visual tools, such as video cameras, digital cameras, computer lab behavior etc.

* Need for rigorous visual tactics…For the majority opting for investigating and documenting with visual research tools, there is a general lack of consideration or discussion on the strategic use of the tool, i.e. a lack of methodological consideration. Perhaps this is too early…no proposer has discussed the method and problems of visual representation of their research discovery.
* Following from the last point: many briefs propose good ethnographic research topic, but it is not sure whether they are equally promising for visual ethnography.
* Specificity… In general, all researchers are encouraged to further narrow down and work upon the specificities of location, time, frequency, range and diversity of initial search questions, number of subjects to engage…in order make the project workable and enjoyable.

* Next step for all: list down all the tasks – be as detailed as possible – and adapt your own time-line against the general time-line I’ve provided in the Master Schedule.


A few issues on general principles of ethnographic research –

1. Ethno-methodologies investigate “practical reasoning,” even in highly professional situations.

2. Ethnographic research investigates “purposeful actions” (as opposed to the unconscious, which is the task of psychoanalysis).

3. A good way to tie together the use of visual/audio tools and situated actions is to think of an event/a situation/a location as a “drama stage for rituals.” Think more about what “rituals” means: the carefully thought out arrangement of steps that take an individual through to refresh his/her memory of certain ethos and pathos.

4. Ethnographic research investigates human behavior as “situated actions” (I term Lucy A. Suchman creates). 
- “Every course of action depends in essential ways upon its material and social circumstances.” The researcher avoids any attempt to abstract action away from its circumstances. No general view or assumption is taken for granted. 
- “The approach is to study how people use their circumstances to achieve intelligent action.”

X build a theory out of plans  

( investigate how people justify and provide reasoning for their actions

“Neither behavioristic…nor mentalistic…”


(“behavioristic” = reducible to uninterpreted bodily movement)

(“mentalistic” = mental activities is the only base for actions)

The 5 propositions of purposeful situated actions:

(1) Plans are representation of situated actions;

(2) Representation occurs when transparent activity becomes in some way problematic;

(3) The objectivity (naturalness) of the situations of our action is achieved rather than given;

(4) (5) A central resource for achieving the objectivity of situations is language ( -- as well, every situation produces a unique set of [use of] language; i.e. language has an indexical relation with the situation.

Reference:

Suchman, Lucy A., 1987: Plans and Situated Actions: the problem of human machine-communication. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, New York, Melbourne. (See Chapter 4 “Situated Actions.”)


(notes by Linda C.H. Lai)
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