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A brief introduction

When we look back to the history of stock investment, people mostly focus on the events and people that were regarded as the most typical, and use the economic angle to analysis anything related to stock, even I am one of the people who believe in that. However, I started to question this thinking after my mother entered the stock market. She has invested for 10 yeas, but in this few years, I found some changes in my family. The big change was my mother bought a new house and I thought that this change was due to investment’s profits from the stock market .I found that money seemed to be very easy to earn in the stock market. Due to the big changes, it stimulates my curiosity about my mother and her everyday life centered around stock investment and some questions are raised, like as a mother and women, how does she act and think about the investment? What realities and stories under her actions? 

I think with the ethnographic approach, economic angle is no longer the focus that I should use in this research. [Ethnomethodologies does not take a direct economist approach. But it is not disinterested in economic issues. Rather, it looks for how economic and other types of activities are translated into our daily life as routines, social processes and personal practices. -- Linda] Focusing on everyday life will be more suitable as I can see little things that hard to notices. They are the ritual and changes of stock investment that happened in a family, the ways that my mother gets the stock’ information, the usages and stories of objects in my home, all of them lie in our daily life and carry a pattern and structure. Instead of the typical view towards stock investment, Individual voice can also be focused on. [Good.]

In this research, it is divided into three parts

First, I did an observation about my mother in a regular time. As I am familiar with her, I will take it for granted on her life easily and consumption will be made already. Therefore, I should make some changes on the observation’s method to collector the documents that I ignore and miss in the daily life. [so what changes in your method of observation?]

Second, I invited my mother to have an interview about her stock. In this interview, self-narrative will be involved. I will try to discover unspoken realities of her everyday life in stock activities [So how did you phrase your question to solicit fuller narratives instead of short answers to short question?]

Third, this session is the creative intervention. It involved my mother participation, as I will ask her to shoot the area that she wants to improve in home and draw out anything she wants to change. This session is a respond to the previous sessions as I discovered a more significant issue about her house investment. [Good.]

Critical analysis

Task one – observation in a regular time

Rules: observe my mother in the day she worked form 2pm to 10pm and her holiday at home. I set some frames to classify what I found in the observation.

The people who involve in the stock activities

Although my father and mother separated, they can still keep a good relationship.

My father is quite enthusiastic on stock investment but he seldom buys stock, as he does not have any extra money. However, he helps my mother to buy stock through telephone when she is busy. My mother may also help my sister to manage stock. 

I find that my mother has more power than my father and sister in controlling money.

The locations that were happening stock activities

They are dining room, her bedroom, my bedroom and everywhere in home. 

In dining room, she always gets update information through TV and telephone.

When she is watching TV or checking information by phone, she will easily falls to sleep on the sofa where near the phone and TV. In my bedroom, she checks up information by my computer. When she is waiting to use the PC, She likes to lie down on my bed and chat with me. Sometime she will even fall a sleep on it.

In her bedroom, she likes to lie down on her bed and listens to the stock investment channel. She always falls a sleep before the show end and forgets to turn off the radio. Maybe my mother is too sleepy all the time, but it is interesting that she have similar actions when she is absorbing the information about the stock market in different location. I think the positions of furniture is the main reason for this phenomenon, since the TV, the PC and the radio are posed near the sofa and bed, other activities like chatting and resting will be happened rather than stock activities.

The time she does stock activities

She does stock activities at the morning and before sleep everyday regularly. In other time, she will go to work, do the home duties, or help my sister to manage her business. Seventy % of time in a day is spending on the family both directly and indirectly. She needs to manage the home duties and yet earn money to maintain the family living. Actually, she spends less time on her investment [than you expected? Or than other types of activities?]. According to the times she spends in a family, she is fit to the normal standard of responsible mother.

The objects used in stock activities

TV, PC, mobile radio and telephone are the objects always use in the stock activities.

Besides my PC, I find that the remaining objects all have some damages on the surface or functions. The screen quality of the TV is low as frames are unclear and contains a lot snowflake [noise?], besides, I find that my mother especially likes to watch the I-cable stock investment channel, and this channel is the worst one as we are not the client of I-cable TV. Her mobile radio was used for 5 years ago, scars and damages are full of the surface and one side of the earphone is unavailable in use. The telephone was used for nearly 8years; some of the functions like voice over is unavailable in use. I own the PC and I will keep repairing and upgrading it. However, my mother brings the remaining objects from the old home. She has complained for many times but she still not does any action on it and just says no money to upgrade them. In this observation, I think it is contradictory as she complains but has high tolerance at the same time. It seems that she is falling in the struggle between enjoyment and poverty [??]. However, what does the struggle come from? Is it because she needs to spend much money on her children, as she is a single-family mother? 

After this observation, I discovered another issue about my mother that is her subjectivity she played in her daily life. Daily practice like the struggle she carries, her time management in everyday and her power in controlling money can somehow formed a position of single-family mother who is carrying family burden and responsibility.

Task two – interview on my mother

Location: the dining room of my home

Subject: my mother

Narrative analysis

Performance in front of camera

In the beginning, her face was solemn and her arms were folded. She looked overcautious and just said few words about her stock activities. Her sense of protection is high However, her emotion was getting better and simile in front of the camera apparently but she still folded her arms. In the end part, the frequency of simile was increased and she tried to sit toward for several times and she looks kind and nice . However, no matter how her facial expressions changed, her arms were still folded.

She tried to perform kind and nice toward to camera but her posture is not match with her facial expression, therefore, she still have a high protection toward the camera.

The use of language 

She likes to repeat the sentence and word about money, like “有錢就好”, “無錢就咩都唔得”. Besides, she tried to define what money is. This can find in her comparison between playing ma jor and buying stock. She says that she only know how to “play” stock as she don’t how to play ma jor, however, she also says that the form of money that involved in the two parties are totally different. The exchange property in ma jor is paper money that change touch and see in the material world, but in stock market, the exchange property is transferred to virtual money that show in number and chart.

If we compared with the later part of the interview, her desires in decorating her new home is similar to the situation of buying stock, as she turns her paper money in a more practical forms. Behind her saying, I find that she preferred long lasting investment and buying stock and house are the securest method to save her property.

The reasons of buying stock

Her first reason for buying stock is “供書教學” for her children and this sentence was appeared repeat again and again in the interview. I think it responds to the finding in task one as a position of mother, she need to take care of their children. Applying to 

here, she tried to justify her stock activities are due to her position. However, after more conversation, she said that buying stock is an addiction, and she will not stop until she earns back the money that she lost in the previous investment. Yet she always mentioned, her financial reward is “No lose and No gain”, I think it is very contradictory as she claimed that buying stock is for “供書教學” but she gain nothing or even lose money in the stock investment actually. Besides, she try to did a 

comparison between stock and other virtual investments , like “鍋輪”, she said “鍋輪” is the most dangerous investment that she never touch. As a habit in daily life, she think buying stock is no big deal when compare with buying “鍋輪” as she think that no matter how worst the situation, the stock will still have an revaluation in one day.

I think in the interview, she tried to perform the role of mother in repetition of  “供書教學”, however, it is an excuse to hide her self addiction toward buying stock.  Her subjectivity here is quite dynamic as her consideration is shifting from family to personal. She justified stock investment is safe and secure to claimed that she is thoughtful and careful. Besides, she even sees stock investment as a kind of personal enjoyment.

Actually, the money for buying her new house is from saving and borrowing from others, I made a wrong assumption that she the money is from stock investment.

The arrangement of her points

At the beginning, we talked about her stock activities, she was quite passive, and her content order was mostly lead by my questions. However, at the later part, she started to talk about her house automatically. Actually, my mother know the interview questions briefly before the interview, and she know I will ash her to think the improvement of the house to enhance her stock investment, however, she changed the question in the interview and only talked about the improvement of the house only. She shifted the topic from stock investment to house investment by herself and she performed well in this part. She tried to qualify what a dream house should be; she desired to have hi-tech TV set and new furniture. I find that what she really cares about is her house and she is more willing to spend money on decorating in her new house. I think that owning a house is the most valuable investment in her life.

The securest investment is long lasting and practical.

Being a single-family mother with three children, she needs to face much family and financial burdens and those burdens are occupying her daily life, but after the interview, her subjectivity in front of the camera is quite different from my previous observation. To her, the main reason for stock investment is her self-addiction but not to solve family financial burdens. There is not absolute that a mother should put the family as the first priority, and my mother has her individual view that what the mother or human should be. I also find a give and reward relationship between my mother and us. The typical image of mother should be selfless in giving anything to children for no reward. However, in my mother case, From “供書教學” to “希望幫我供樓”, my mother actually posed a causal law. For self care, she sees “供書教學” as an investment, which is similar to “養兒防老”.Besides stock investment and “children” investment, I find that housing investment is processing at the same time. 

In the end part of the interview, the shift of topic and her great desires in buying new furniture shows her view on housing investment. For her, housing investment is the securest investment as she can fully control on it. She applies her house as the usage value but the exchange one. Although she cannot affect the house market, she has the power control her house by practical methods, like change of decoration, usage and position of furniture, e.t.c. Yet she is powerless in controlling the stock market and her children’s behavior. Security is the main concern in my mother life, more controllable the investment, the more security she can get, to her, projection and security is above to the family.

Session three –Creative intervention 

In responds to my findings in session 1and 2, I find that the focus is shifting in another form of investment and this investment actually is the most important one in her life. Therefore, I would like to focus on her “housing investment” and see how my mother gets security through posing power and control in home. 

This time I need my mother’s participation to create the documents. I asked her to shoot the part where she wants to improve or change in home, after that I pastes the photos on A4 papers and invited her to draw out the improvement. I will record the drawing process. At the end, I will present the documents by a website. 

The use of website

In my website design, I will use my home’s floor plan as the background, and audience can click to different session of home to see documents. I think showing a real home’s map will make the documents be more factual and it is a document as it shows the real division of my home.

Since the website contains different forms of media, the documents will more diverse and flexible to read and interpret. The reader can decide the method and order to read, like making comparison in opening many I.E or download them. Therefore, it provides more room for reader to interpret the documents in different version.   

Based on the documents and set some frames to anaylsis.

Home

Objects she added 

Cabinets, hi-tech audio-visual players, a dining table, and a new bed

Objects she deleted

Cabinet, my bookshelf, and my stuffs. 

I own most of the objects, and it shows her disagreement on my arrangement of objects in home. 

The biggest changes

My bedroom and the dining room have big changes under my mother hand.

In my bedroom, my mother wants to add two cabinets and a new bed. If the changes come true, my bedroom will be look very different. Actually, the real user is I but not my mother; however, she shows her high control on my bedroom. Through controlling the house decoration, I can see her intention to control my life.  

 In the dining room, she wants to add hi-tech audio-visual players, a marble table and some cabinets, and to delete a shoe cabinet. The desires for hi-technology and a marble table show her desire to in improving “enjoyment of life”. 

Drawing techniques

skills

Her skill of drawing is not good, therefore, she mostly use simple symbol and words to replace the form and face of the furniture, although she says she is not good at drawing, but she try to draw them clearly and most of the changes are easy to recognize.

Usage of the paper

She drew on the paper to expand the use of area. The expansion in the paper shows her desire to expand the real home area, like the dining table, she drew in the paper to describe the size of a new marble table.

Narrative analysis of the sounds track

The reason of changes

For deleting the objects, the reason mostly is misuse or disorganize of home area. 

She thinks through the rearrangement, the home area can be more neat and tidy.

For adding the objects, the reason is to enhance the enjoyment in daily life after work.

The enjoyment is a reward after her tired workday, and she tends to desire higher level in material enjoyment. 

Performance

In the recording, she laugh at her drawing and says, “I don’t know how to draw” at the time. Beside, her voices sound confident and affirmative when describe the changes, it is contrast to her tease about the drawings.

This session shows the formation of my mother’s ideal home. From her participation,

obviously, I can know material enjoyment is one of the element s to from her idea home, but sense of powerful also is the elements that can not be ignored. As this house is my property, it provides her power to control anything in her home, like the decoration, and even my bedroom that suppose I can fully control, my mother still has desires to make changes in order to fit her idea home ‘s image. To further explanation, deciding family diet, articles for daily use, TV program and newspaper…… all these daily practice contains power struggles. 

Evaluation 

This project can develop to a web-archive potentially. Actually, it is the initial form of the creative intention, but as there is not enough document to form a achieve, 

I changed the idea. After finish this project, I discovered that investment and security are standard of humanness for my mother, and it is not only applying on economic level, it also applying on a mother’s daily practice. Besides stock investment, children and house are the investments that my mother holding in her daily life. In addition, these three investments are momentous in her life. 

If I will do the web-archive in future, I will collect the documents in these three aspects, or other investments that different from the normal definition. I think it can give a diverse level to her subjectivities played the daily life and involved history marking for minority.

Kiki,

This is great work you've done and you've covered more than is expected of you. 

Very thorough planning, execution and analysis. Every step is sufficiently reasoned.

You've got a lot of great material in your field study.  This could be turned into a much larger project.  It is particularly exciting to see your final analysis arriving at an integrated discussion of your mother's performative play of subjectivities, struggling to fulfill all the roles she has. You seem to be suggesting that stock investment to your mother is not purely an economic activity.  This point can be further developed.

I have other thoughts on various parts.  But let me see your work in the exhibition and write you more on other issues. In the mean time, if you have time, go through the text to fix all grammatical mistakes. We should also think about how to organize the sessions to make it more telling.

Linda

