SM4134 Visual Ethnography & Creative Intervention

Linda Lai / September to December 2007

Take-home assignments: (Both projects should be started the same time.)
A. “A day in the life of …” (in groups of 3)

STEP ONE: negotiation / strategizing (September 15-19)
Talk within the group (1) choice of subject: WHO + WHY; (2) HOW to shoot: from how to assign the camera, to framing, camera movement, to designing the function of the camera etc.
STEP TWO: shooting (September 19-25)

(1) Stay in touch with your group members. Set up a communication system so that everyone in the group can keep track of what happened and talk about significant discoveries as well as problems.
(2) At least one person (preferably the one with the camera) should do immediate notes about the day’s shoot. (DON’T WAIT FOR ANOTHER DAY.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO SPEND A BIT OF TIME IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOOTING TO NOTE DOWN YOUR THOUGHTS AS AN ETHNOGRAPHER.) You can do a log sheet.  But perhaps you should invent more effective ways to note down what’s in the footage.  This is not just pure video shooting (whereby the normal log sheets can do the job), but research with a purpose. You do need to design your own log sheet.
STEP THREE: editing / narrative construction / interpretation & representation (September 26 to October 4)

(1) All group members should have the chance to look at the footage, which is now NOT JUST video footage, BUT ALSO field notes and documents.
(2) Assess all “field notes” against the original objective and intention of your research. Note down important discoveries.

(3) Turn your “discoveries” into a discussion of narrative strategy, then editing method.

STEP FOUR: show your rough cut in class (October 5)

In your presentation, other than the rough cut, you are encouraged to present the process of the group members' negotiation, especially disagreement and contrasting views.
STEP FIVE: follow-up / short written personalized summary report (submitted October 12, revised as personal Class Journal entries)

To complete the assignment, next to a roughly edited piece, each group member should write his/her own one-page reflection (single-line spacing) on the experience, raising and answering key questions about research work with visual tools.

Intended Learning Outcome of this assignment:
(1) We all learn to take a question and develop the ability to negotiate for solutions.

(2) We learn to be methodical and procedure in conducting research.

(3) We learn to strategize: do the right thing, provide reasoning, compare methods and make grounded decisions.

THREE key aspects of this project:

(1) ability in problem-solving and reacting wisely in unanticipated situations
(2) narrative construction as interpretation and representation of field-work findings:
how to edit / where interpretation lies and how it works / how narrative construction produces knowledge

(3) an exercise on documentary-making
B. “Tale-telling talking heads”

Start the same time as (A).
Individual work is encouraged. However, you may still want to work in groups of 2-3 as division of labor is highly important.

Suggested division of labor:

1 person (the chief researcher) interacting with the subject, talking, cue, making on the spot decisions, and hand-notes making
1 person at the camera (shooting, framing, attention to lighting)
1 person to attend to sound-collection/recording…MUST use headphones, please…use a short gun mic or clip tie depending on your circumstances.  If for any particular reason you think ambience is important, do the right thing to separate the sound source so as to facilitate editing.

STEP ONE
Decide your strategy: WHO-WHERE-WHEN-HOW (what tales to tell) + WHY (provide your own reasoning)
STEP TWO
Map out the procedures to follow when you arrive in the field:

e.g.: Warm up? Stand-by plan? Material to prepare and bring to the site (e.g. a story book)?...How to come out of the interviews?

STEP THREE
Field work… Be sure to collect good sound. Please use a tripod.
STEP FOUR
Select a clip from your “visual field notes” to show in class.
STEP FIVE
Submit a week after class presentation. (October 12, 2007)
Your 2-page written report should be presented in Q-&-A form.  You’re in dialogue with yourself, at the same time representing to us your important findings.

Your findings should have a few layers:

(1) language/linguistics level
(2) performance level

(3) event level (interactionism): dynamics between interviewer and subject, presentation of the self…, interaction…; any form of empowerment, is the event a moment of “articulation” for the subject?

(4) cultural level (textual level): choice and content of tale, adaptation, purpose, intention

(5) cultural level (level of discourse): make connection between what you discover in this research and what you’ve noticed elsewhere on a broader cultural level.

Add a one-paragraph critical reflection at the end of the Q-&-A.

Include a revised version (after receiving Linda’s comments) in your personal Class Journal to be submitted end of the semester.
****A digital video camera (150) will be assigned to each group (a total of 7 groups) from September 19 (Wednesday) to September 25 (Tuesday) by 6:00pm.
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