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Collective improvisation 

Turning a painting into a generator…

Exploring the generative potentials of a painting via the use of rules…

The rule: 

ask questions about this painting, apply divergent thinking, exhaust all the 
possible questions you can think of… 

Creating a generative poem on the spot…



Collective improvisation: 

here’s the painting…



These are the questions we have made on the spot about the painting 
shown in class…

• Where is the sun?
• Why are there no birds?
• Why are there no cows?
• Why am I looking at this picture?
• Is this a whole or a part of a picture?
• How long is this street?
• Are the people talking?
• What sound are they making?
• Are you tire of holding the mirror?
• Is it really a mirror they’re holding?
• Is it morning?
• Is it a backdrop?
• Can I pass this painting to my Mother?
• Whose Mother?
• Why Mother?
• How old?
• Is the mother inside the painting 





Questions contributed by many turned into a poem…
(spatialized by Linda)

Where is the sun?
Why are there no birds?
Why are there no cows?

Why am I looking at this picture?
Is this a whole or a part of a picture?

How long is this street?
Are the people talking?

What sound are they making?

Are you tire of holding the mirror?
Is it really a mirror they’re holding?

Is it morning?
Is it a backdrop?

Can I pass this painting to my Mother?
Whose Mother?
Why Mother?
How old?
Is the mother inside the painting? 
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