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City University of Hong Kong

Information on a Course

offered by Department of ___SCM____________

with effect from Semester __A___ in 2006 / 2007
This form is for completion by the Course Co-ordinator. The information provided on this form will be

deemed to be the official record of the details of the course. It has multipurpose use: for the

University’s database, and for publishing in various University publications including the Blackboard,

and documents for students and others as necessary.

Part I

Course Title: ______Creative Writing  ____________________________

Course Code: _________SM1012____________________________________________

Course Duration: _________one semester_________________________________

No. of Credit Units: ___________3 units____________________________

Level: ____________________A1/B2______________________________________

Part II

1. Course Aims:

This course aims to examine the idea of creativity via writing.  Through a series of in-class and take-home writing activities, games, research tasks and in-class critique, we create experiences for students to de-emphasize creativity as a mystery. Instead, we demonstrate to them creativity is a way of life, and is tied to other growth experiences such as enhanced self-awareness and self-understanding.  The following qualities would be upheld, encouraged and cultivated: integration, that is the ability to make connections and discover new relations among things, and to see the unfamiliar in the familiar and vice versa; flexibility & openness, that is, the ability and readiness to adopt new perspectives and to engage in different points of view; and observational power, that is, attention to details, and the ability to use the five senses fully.  
In terms of writing, the course has two main goals: (1) to help students to undo all forms of negativity that have hampered their interest in writing; and (2) to re-consider writing as an interdisciplinary activity that integrates flexibly with other perceptual and creative activities. In brief, the workshop series enables students to overcome their hurdles for writing and to re-invent writing into playful experiments that challenge both their intellect and their personhood.  
2.  Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

(state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of performance)

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
	No.
	CILOs
	Weighing (if applicable)

	1.
	Understand themselves better and from more perspectives
	

	2.
	Overcome habitual hurdles, psychological barriers, inhibitions and mind blocks in writing
	

	3.
	Get in touch with people and the world via writing
	

	4.
	Integrate creative writing with research activities
	

	5.
	Improve their writing via improving their ability to see, hear, observe, think, and analyze… 
	

	6.
	Take a fresh and deep look at the city of Hong Kong and its history via writing and its related activities…
	

	7.
	Discuss writing and its mechanics with an enriched vocabulary and multiple angles
	


3.  Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs)

	ILO No
	TLAs
	Hours/weeks (if applicable)

	CILO 1
	Project on self-portrait (research-based)
	

	
	In-class writing exercises and games
	

	
	“Free writing” or “automatic writing” with attention to the variation of rules documented in a personal log book
	

	CILO 2
	“Free writing” or “automatic writing” with attention to the variation of rules documented in a personal log book
	

	
	In-class writing exercises and games
	

	
	Reading aloud one’s writing in class for appreciation, discussion and mutual critique
	

	CILO 3 + 4
	Research and short writing exercises that involve site visits and discipline of observation (in-class + projects)
	

	
	Reading aloud one’s writing in class for appreciation, discussion and mutual critique
	

	CILO 5
	In-class and short take-home assignments on the observation and use of details.
	

	
	In-depth in-class study of exemplary literary works with good use of details…
	

	CILO 6
	In-depth in-class study of exemplary literary works on cities (HK and around the world)
	

	
	Creative writing project (research-based)
	

	CILO 7
	Reading aloud one’s writing in class for appreciation, discussion and mutual critique
	

	
	Expanding the vocabulary to discuss writing via in-class analysis of exemplary texts
	


4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities

(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs)

	ILO No
	Type of assessment tasks/activities
	Weighting (if applicable)
	Remarks

	CILO 1
	Project A: Self Portrait
	25%
	

	
	Log book for documentation of in-class and outside-class activities throughout the semester
	20%
	

	
	Project C: writing on one’s past writing (writing + collage work)
	15%
	

	CILO 2
	Log book for documentation of in-class and outside-class activities throughout the semester
	
	

	CILO 3
	Project B: a descriptive account on a selected spot of the city of HK to demonstrate the power of details
	15%
	

	CILO 4
	Project B: a descriptive account on a selected spot of the city of HK to demonstrate the power of details
	
	

	
	Project C: writing on one’s past writing (writing + collage work)
	
	

	CILO 5
	Project B: a descriptive account on a selected spot of the city of HK to demonstrate the power of details
	
	

	CILO 6
	Log book for documentation of in-class and outside-class activities throughout the semester
	
	

	
	Project D: “My City” (a final project on one’s personal vision of HK with free integration and combination of elements covered in the workshop)
	25%
	

	CILO 7
	Project C: writing on one’s past writing (writing + collage work)
	
	


5.  Grading of Student Achievement: Continuous assessment
Part III
Keyword Syllabus: power of details; creativity; seeing; hearing; voice; levels of reality; observational power; time, space and speed in writing; self-awareness & self-understanding; integration; associative, divergent and lateral thinking; visual writing, subjectivity; automatism, quantification, the power of process, dream work, metaphors and analogies…
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