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Part I

Course Title: Critical Theory of Society

Course Code: SM3125

Course Duration: One semester

No. of Credit Units: 3

Level: 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title) 
Precursors: (Course Code and Title) 
Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)
Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title)
Part II

1. Course Aims:

The aim of this course is to introduce various leading social and cultural theories, including Marxism, structuralism, and semiotics, to help students develop a critical and socially sensitive mind to comprehend social and cultural affairs from different viewpoints. The course is a pre-requisite for other advanced courses about cultural and social research provided by the CIL studio. Upon completion of the class, students should understand the basis of various theories for sociological and cultural inquiry, and to explore the use of these theories to analyze their lived experiences, their social worlds, and the larger cultural, political, and economic contexts they inhabit. 

Class activities will be designed to address the following:

1) To identify a variety of influential theoretical orientations to the understanding of society;
2) To compare different theoretical traditions, their strengths and weaknesses;
3) To analyze how the social context helped mold the theory, what the theorist’s contributions are, and what the theory’s strengths and weaknesses are; and
4) To apply theory to contemporary research and problems and to analyze the implications of each theory.
2.  Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

(state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of performance)

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
	No.
	CILOs
	Weighing (if applicable)

	1.
	Identify various theoretical perspectives & traditions  
	

	2.
	Identify and compare several influential social and cultural theories
	

	3.
	Evaluate the usefulness of these theories in analyzing contemporary social and cultural issues
	

	4.
	Assert students’ own voices; write their research paper
	


3.  Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs)

	ILO No
	TLAs
	Hours/weeks (if applicable)

	CILO 1
	Lecture on explaining theories, including Marxism, structuralism, and semiotics
	 8 weeks

	CILO  2
	Screening + discussion:

Weekend, Chronicle of a Summer, The Titicut Follies, Virgina Monologue (performer: Cheng See Ling) 
	4 weeks 

	CILO 3
	Group discussion on assigned readings
	4 weeks (tutorial)

	CILO 4
	Student presentation on various cultural topics
	4 weeks (tutorial)

	CILO 5
	In-class quizzes on assigned readings
	2 weeks (tutorial)

	CILO 6
	In-class discussion on response papers
	2 week (tutorial)


4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities

(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs)

	ILO No
	Type of assessment tasks/activities
	Weighting (if applicable)
	Remarks

	CILO 1-4
	1 student presentation on various cultural topics
	15%


	

	CILO 5
	Quiz on understanding assigned readings 
	20%
	

	CILO 6
	Short response papers on a particular theoretical concept 
	10%
	

	CILO 1-4
	Final paper 
	35%
	

	CILO 1-6
	In-class participation & discussion
	20%
	


5.  Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading o Courses in the Academic Regulations and to the Explanatory Notes.

Part III
Keyword Syllabus: 

Marxism, ideology, representation, authorship, hegemony, detournement, production of space, structuralism, semiotics, Marx, Althusser, Brecht, Godard, Lefebvre, Saussure, Barthes
Recommended Reading:

Text(s):

Stinchcombe, Arthur L. 1968. Constructing Social Theories. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. Chapters 1-3 (pp.3-130)

McIntosh, Ian. 1997. Classical Sociological Theory. New York: NYU Press. Section one

Althusser, Louis. 1971. “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses (Notes toward an Investigation.)” Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays. New York: Monthly Review Press

Giddens, Anthony; David Held. eds. 1982. Classes, Power, and Conflict: Classical and Contemporary Debates. University of California Press: Berkeley, Los Angeles

MacKinnon, Catherine A. 1989. “Feminist Critique of Marx and Engels” pp.13-36 and “A Marxist Critique of Feminism” pp. 37-59. In Towards a Feminist Theory of the State. Harvard University Press: Cambridge, Massachusetts; London, UK.

Dorothy Smith. 1990. The Conceptual Practices of Power: A Feminist Sociology of Knowledge. Boston: Northeastern U Press. Pages 11-28; pages 31-57.

Haraway, Donna. 1991. “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective” in Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: the Reinvention of Nature. New York: Routledge. 183-201

O'Connor, James. 1998. Natural Causes: Essays in Ecological Marxism.
Gramsci, Antonio. 1971. “The Modern Prince” pp. 135-188; “The Formation of Intellectuals” pp.118-125. in The Modern Prince and Other Writings. International Publishers, New York. 

Gramsci, Antonio. 1971. Excerpt from “State and Civil Society” pages 242-276. In Selections from the Prison Notebooks. International Publishers, New York.

Morley, David and Kuan-Hoing Clan. eds. 1996. Stuart Hall: Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies, London and NY. "The Problem of Ideology: Marxism without Guarantees", pp. 25-46. "Gramsci's Relevance for the Study of Race and Ethnicity", pp. 411-440

Mouffe, Chantale. 1979. "Hegemony and Ideology in Gramsci," in Mouffe (ed.) Gramsci and Marxist Theory. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, pp. 168-204

Holdcroft, D. 1991. Saussure: Signs, System, and Arbitrariness. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Barthes, R. 1981. Camera Lucida : Reflections on Photography. Hill and Wang :New York.
Barthes, R. 1977. Image, Music, Text. Hill and Wang:New York

Barthes, R. 1982. A Barthes Reader. Hill and Wang, New York

Willett, John (1992). Brecht on Theatre, The Development of an Aesthetic. New York: Hill and Wang.

Thomson, Peter; Glendyr Sacks eds. 1994. The Cambridge Companion to Brecht. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lefebvre, H., 1991a The Critique of Everyday Life, Volume 1, John Moore trans., London: Verso. Originally published 1947

Lefebvre, H., 1991c The Production of Space, D. Nicholson-Smith trans., Oxford: Basil Blackwell. Originally published 1974.
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